CHAPTER VI
THE PREADOLESCENT IN ACTION

Preadolescents, boys and girls from eight to
twelve, are in search of the realities. They are
after them with their sleeves rolled up, their minds
awake and clicking. They want to learn all there is
to learn, see and hear all there is to see and hear, do
all there is to do. And if the learning, seeing, hear-
ing, doing, dips into forbidden pathways, these
forbidden pathways are taken too, in their stride,
for a good huntsman can be neither choosy nor
fastidious of his terrain when intent upon bagging
his game.

The forbidden pathways which concern our im-
mediate interests are pathways of bodily, sexual,
and social significance. The recreational and lei-
sure time activities of the preadolescent are shot
through with manifestations of such interests both
approved and not approved, He builds pigeon
coops, rabbit hutches, collects butterflies and bee-
tles. He also torments little girls, sings ribald songs,
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